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and casualties mounted. As the fighting inten-
sified, Filipino community leaders worked to
save lives and countless civilians evacuated
from the area with many families sheltering in
the mountains.

In a push to gain control of the port at
Ormoc, on December 7 infantry regiments of
the 77th Division conducted an amphibious
landing 3 miles south of Ormoc. In the most
intense aerial battle of the Leyte Campaign,
allied aircraft dropped 97,000 pounds of muni-
tions on enemy shipping sinking several ships.
Over 75 vessels of the Ormoc Attack Group
came under constant and intense kamikaze
attack. The destroyers Ward and Mahan were
lost in the engagement with several other
ships badly damaged. The Battle of Ormoc
Bay was the only naval engagement during
the war where the enemy brought every type
of weapon to bear against the Allies.

The Battle of Ormoc Bay brought terrible
destruction and incalculable loss of life. Count-
less individuals risked their lives to free a na-
tion with thousands making the ultimate sac-
rifice. Before being able to celebrate the lib-
eration of the Philippines, many Filipinos
bravely fought for freedom and suffered tre-
mendous loss throughout the war.

Madam Speaker, we are once again hon-
ored to remember all those who sacrificed in
the liberation of the Philippines. Their dedica-
tion paved the way to victory in the Pacific and
provides us an example to which we all strive
to live up to. | urge my colleagues to join me
in recognizing these outstanding heroes.

————

COMMENDING GEORGE MASON
UNIVERSITY’S 50TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 27, 2022

Mr. CONNOLLY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to commend George Mason University’s
50th Anniversary.

In 1957, George Mason College was estab-
lished as the Northern Virginia branch of the
University of Virginia. Mayor John “Jack”
Wood and the then-Town of Fairfax were in-
strumental in acquiring the original 150 acres
of land for the Fairfax Campus in 1958. Short-
ly after, Rector John “Til” Hazel, Jr., helped
acquire an additional 421 acres of land to ex-
pand the Fairfax Campus in 1969.

Fifteen years after its inception, on April 7,
1972, a contingent from George Mason Col-
lege met with Governor A. Linwood Holton in
Richmond to sign House Bill 210, establishing
George Mason University as a free-standing
four-year public institution of higher education.
George Mason University now operates three
campuses in the Commonwealth—including
the Fairfax campus that is located in Virginia’s
11th District.

George Mason University is home to aca-
demically driven students and professors, as
well as state-of-the-art facilities and programs.
GMU Professor James Buchanan won the
Nobel Memorial Prize in Economic Sciences in
1986 and Professor Vernon Smith won the
prize in 2002, making them the Common-
wealth of Virginia’s first two Nobel Memorial
Prize recipients. The university achieved R1
“Highest Research Activity” status in 2016,
and 2018, from the Carnegie Classification of
Institutions of Higher Education.
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GMU has worked to provide opportunities
for all and break down the barriers that often
keep people from achieving academic suc-
cess. In 2018, GMU and Northern Virginia
Community College created the ADVANCE
program, a partnership that assisted students
as they transfer from a two-year program to
earn a bachelor's degree, helping more than
2,020 students through the pathway program.
During the pandemic, 61 percent of GMU stu-
dents received some form of financial aid, in-
cluding almost a third of Undergraduates who
received Pell Grants. A quarter of GMU’s un-
dergraduate students are first-generation col-
lege students, and approximately 1 in 12 GMU
students are affiliated with the military, includ-
ing veterans, active-duty personnel, military
dependents, reservists, and guardsmen.

George Mason University is the most di-
verse, fastest growing, and largest public four-
year institution in the Commonwealth, serving
39,134 students with close to 11,000 staff and
faculty. There are more than 215,900 GMU
alumni, including 135,300 currently in Virginia.
The hundreds of thousands of alumni are re-
flective of the 70 percent six-year graduation
rate that has little to no disparity on ethnicity
or economic status.

Madam Speaker, | ask that my colleagues
join me in commending George Mason Univer-
sity on its 50th Anniversary. GMU exemplifies
the tremendous success that institutions of
higher education can achieve when equity, di-
versity, and accessibility are of paramount im-
portance.

———

RECOGNIZING GBS AND CIDP
AWARENESS MONTH

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 27, 2022

Mr. GARAMENDI. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the month of May as GBS
CIDP Awareness Month and draw attention to
the insidious nature of these terrible diseases.

Guillain-Barré Syndrome (GBS) is an inflam-
matory disorder of the peripheral nerves out-
side the brain and spinal cord. GBS is charac-
terized by the rapid onset of numbness, weak-
ness, and often paralysis of the legs, arms,
breathing muscles, and face. Paralysis is as-
cending, meaning that it travels up the limbs
from fingers and toes towards the torso. Loss
of reflexes, such as the knee jerk, are usually
found. Usually. a new case of GBS is admitted
to ICU (Intensive Care) to monitor breathing
and other body functions until the disease is
stabilized. Plasma exchange (a blood “cleans-
ing” procedure) and high dose intravenous im-
mune globulins are often helpful to shorten the
course of GBS. The acute phase of GBS typi-
cally varies in length from a few days to
months. Patient care involves the coordinated
efforts of a team such as a neurologist,
physiatrist (rehabilitation physician), internist,
family physician, physical therapist, occupa-
tional therapist, social worker, nurse, and psy-
chologist or psychiatrist. Recovery may occur
over six months to two years or longer. A par-
ticularly frustrating consequence of GBS is
long-term recurrences of fatigue and/or ex-
haustion as well as abnormal sensations in-
cluding pain and muscle aches.

Chronic Inflammatory Demyelinating
Polyneuropathy (CIDP) is a rare disorder of
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the peripheral nerves characterized by gradu-
ally increasing weakness of the legs and, to a
lesser extent, the arms. It is the gradual onset
as well as the chronic nature of CIDP that dif-
ferentiates it from GBS. Like GBS, CIDP is
caused by damage to the covering of the
nerves, called myelin. It can start at any age
and in both genders. Weakness occurs over
two or more months. Unlike GBS, CIDP is
chronic, with symptoms constantly waxing and
waning. Left untreated; 30 percent of CIDP
patients will progress to wheelchair depend-
ence. Early recognition and treatment can
avoid a significant amount of disability. Post-
treatment life depends on whether the disease
was caught early enough to benefit from treat-
ment options. The gradual onset of CIDP can
delay diagnosis by several months or even
years, resulting in significant nerve damage
that may take several courses of treatment be-
fore benefits are seen. The chronic nature of
CIDP differentiates long-term care from GBS
patients. Adjustments inside the home may
need to be made to facilitate a return to nor-
mal life.

| call on my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing May as GBS CIDP Awareness Month.
Together we can promote important scientific
breakthroughs that improve the lives of individ-
uals and families batting GBS, CIDP and
MMN.

————

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF
CURRAN SMOLINSKY

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 27, 2022

Mr. WITTMAN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in recognition of Curran Smolinsky and
his service to Virginia’s First District and the
Nation.

Curran earned his bachelor's degree in Po-
litical Science and Government from the Uni-
versity of Mary Washington, a prestigious uni-
versity in Virginia’s First District. As the Cap-
tain of the soccer team, Curran helped lead
the Eagles to their first Continental Athletic
Conference soccer championship in 16 years.
Needless to say, Curran was as integral to the
Mary Washington team as he was to my staff.

Curran first joined my office as an intern in
my office during the summer of 2015. During
the summer of 2016, he rejoined my staff and
assisted the other interns with integrating into
our office. After graduation, Curran worked at
Infinity Support Services as a program analyst,
but after a call to rejoin our office, Curran
gladly accepted. He has been with us for over
three years now. During his time serving Vir-
ginia’s First District, Curran admirably worked
as a staff assistant, and quickly climbed the
professional ladder to become a Legislative
Aide in the Spring of 2021. Throughout his
tenure here, Curran always put the concerns
of Virginia’s First District’s constituents first.

Curran has devoted his talents to the com-
mon good and dedicated his heart and mind
to civil service. | would like to thank Curran for
his contributions over the past three years. |
wish Curran the best as he continues his ca-
reer on the other side of the Potomac as he
continues serving the nation at the Depart-
ment of Defense.

Madam Speaker, | ask you to join me in
recognizing Curran Smolinsky for his dedi-
cated service to Virginia’s First District. May
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God bless Curran as he continues his career
in public service.

RECOGNIZING THE LITERACY
COUNCIL OF NORTHERN VIR-
GINIA’S 60 YEARS OF SERVICE

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 27, 2022

Mr. CONNOLLY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the 60th Anniversary of the
Literary Council of Northern Virginia.

Founded in 1962, the LCNV is the oldest lit-
eracy program in the state and one of the
largest literacy councils in the nation. Through-
out its 60 years of service, the LCNV has
adapted to the growing needs of the Northern
Virginia community to serve adult learners at
the lowest literacy level.

Not only are they celebrating a milestone of
60 years, but they are about to celebrate a
milestone of serving 60,000 adult learners. By
empowering tens of thousands of adult learn-
ers to better participate in their communities,
LCNV is ensuring the economic success of
hundreds of local families for a lifetime.

With the help of dedicated volunteers, LCNV
has become one of the more efficient and ef-
fective community-based literacy organizations
in the country. In FY2021, despite being in the
middle of a global pandemic, LCNV’s 436 vol-
unteers were able to put in a total of 16,344
hours of service. LCNV was able to hold
events to recruit and train volunteers, which
helped the organization meet and work with
204 new volunteers. These new volunteers
were critical as the organization had to pivot to
virtual programming for the year. The volun-
teers were able to provide substantial remote
support to help their students use the online
learning platforms.

LCNV has spent the past six decades help-
ing people from all over the world achieve
their goals and better their lives with literacy
skills. On average each year, their students
come from 90 different countries and speak 50
different languages. Their commitment to
meeting people where they are in their edu-
cational journey has allowed them to become
a trusted resource in the community and a
leader in adult education. In the fall of 2021,
LCNV was called upon to help with literacy
classes for refugees coming over from Af-
ghanistan. While their fall session had already
started, LCNV quickly adapted and added
classes for the students that would not have
been able to wait for the next registration pe-
riod. To date, they have been able to help al-
most 170 Afghan refugees with English lit-
eracy skills.

Literacy is not just about being able to read,
it's about being able to further your career, en-
gage in conversations with family and friends,
and become more civically engaged. LCNV
helps students reach their goals like voting for
the first time or getting a promotion at their
job. The skills gained in LCNV classrooms,
both virtual and in-person, allow learners to
improve wellness and attain healthier lifestyles
as well.

Madam Speaker, | ask that my colleagues
join me in recognizing the 60th Anniversary of
the Literacy Council of Northern Virginia. Its
values of Integrity, Innovation, Respect, Col-
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laboration, and Excellence have propelled it to
success for the past 60 years and will con-
tinue to carry the Council through the next 60
years. | also want to express my gratitude to
the LCNV staff, Board of Directors, and count-
less volunteers who dedicate their time and
resources to empower neighbors of our com-
munity to develop basic skills of reading, writ-
ing, and speaking English.

—————

HONORING THE LIFE OF MR.
ALBERT J. RINOW, SR.

HON. CHRIS JACOBS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 27, 2022

Mr. JACOBS of New York. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to remember and honor the life of
Albert J. Rinow, Sr., who passed away on
May 2, 2022, at the age of 96.

Mr. Rinow worked at Trico for 43 years, all
the while serving in the Lancaster Fire Depart-
ment. Mr. Rinow joined the Lancaster Fire De-
partment in 1950 with the Rescue Hook and
Ladder Company and joined the Citizens Hose
Company in 1954. For his service, in 2001
and 2006, Mr. Rinow was awarded the Lan-
caster Fire Department Firefighter of the Year
Award. From 2003 through 2017 Mr. Rinow
served as the Lancaster Fire Department
Chaplain, and in 2017, Mr. Rinow attained life
membership status in the Lancaster Fire De-
partment, after 67 years of active service. For
all his noble work with the Lancaster Fire De-
partment, Mr. Rinow was also named to the
Erie County Department of Homeland Security
and Emergency Services Wall of Honor.

At the age of 20, Mr. Rinow married Shirley
Pearles at Sacred Heart Church in
Bowmansville, NY. Together, Mr. and Mrs.
Rinow had six children: Judith; David; Daniel;
Patricia; Albert, Jr.; and Nancy. Additionally,
Mr. Rinow had 15 grandchildren, 26 great-
grandchildren, and a great-great grandchild
named Georgia. Of note, Mr. Rinow’s son
Daniel and his grandson Marc are 3rd and 4th
generation firefighters with the Lancaster Fire
Department.

Mr. Rinow was also a man of faith and ac-
tive in his church. Mr. Rinow worked as the
cemetery director for St. Mary’s Cemetery and
served as a Eucharistic minister for the
church. In his free time, Mr. Rinow also was
a basketball coach, and enjoyed fishing.

Madam Speaker, please join me in mourn-
ing Mr. Rinow’s passing, and in honoring his
life’s work and all his achievements.

————

IN HONOR OF DR. WILLIAM ROES
RETIREMENT AFTER 40 YEARS
OF SERVICE TO HIS COMMUNITY

HON. DEREK KILMER

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 27, 2022

Mr. KILMER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to celebrate Dr. William Roes for the 40 years
that he has dedicated to the Key Peninsula
community, where he served as the only fam-
ily doctor for decades. And like many others in
our community, | want to wish him well as he
enters retirement.
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Dr. William Roes graduated in 1973 from
the University of Washington and attended
medical school at the University of Nevada
College of Medical Sciences and Washington
University in St. Louis. Dr. Roes’ long career
on the Key Peninsula began in 1980 when he
came to work once a week at the Key Penin-
sula Health Center while completing his resi-
dency program at MultiCare Tacoma Family
Medicine. After graduating from the residency
program in August of 1981, Dr. Roes decided
to call the area home and applied for the fam-
ily doctor position at The Key Peninsula Med-
ical Center. Dr. Roes began his full-time prac-
tice at The Key Peninsula Health Center as
the only family doctor at the clinic until his
“soft retirement” shortly before the pandemic
started. Dr. Roes still does home visits to con-
nect with his patients who are now in nursing
homes and still helps with special projects at
the clinic.

Madam Speaker, beyond his tenure as a
medical provider, | would also like to express
gratitude for all that Dr. Roes has done to
serve our community outside his clinic doors.
When the pandemic first hit, Dr. Roes created
his own PPE using painter's suits and per-
formed COVID-19 tests at elderly patients’
homes. He has also served as the medical di-
rector for the Key Peninsula Fire Department
and on the board for the Mustard Seed
Project, a local nonprofit that provides services
and programs for seniors residing on the Key
Peninsula. For his compassionate commitment
to improving the health and well-being of peo-
ple in the community, Dr. Roes was awarded
the Washington State Family Physician of the
Year in 2008.

Madam Speaker, | would like to honor and
celebrate Dr. Wiliam Roes—whose love for
his community has never wavered and whose
commitment and service to his patients and
their families is greatly appreciated. He has an
extraordinary legacy. He has made a real dif-
ference. And | am pleased to honor him in the
United States House.

——————

COMMEMORATING THE LIFE OF
CAPTAIN KIMBERLY SCHOPPA

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 27, 2022

Mr. CONNOLLY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the service of Fire Captain
Kimberly Schoppa of Fairfax County, who re-
cently passed away after a battle with occupa-
tional cancer.

Captain Schoppa joined Fairfax County Fire
and Rescue in 2004. While serving her com-
munity, she quickly emerged as a leader
among her peers. She was promoted to Cap-
tain of an engine at Station 27 in West Spring-
field and was a member of the Honor Guard
at the time of her passing.

In her career, Captain Schoppa took on the
dangerous work of fire suppression. Her tal-
ents were widely recognized, but when talk
turned to a future as a battalion chief, Captain
Schoppa insisted that she wanted to be on the
front line. She wanted to fight fires and save
lives. Captain Schoppa’s peers knew that she
would be happiest in the front seat of the fire
truck, working firsthand to keep her community
safe.
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